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¥RAMK RUSSC, Sworn, ¥ayeth - I live at Traily, my ocecupation is
carpanter. 1 laft Trail on iueaday 28th, inst bound fe¥ Vancouver
\ravalling by train, 1 was with wy wife, we changed at Castlegar
for the Vancouver train, we took the firat seat at the front of the
day coach, The news agent came up and said that seat was rveserved
for him and asked us to take the next seut behind., Wwe uwoved back
as regquested, W faced the anyine, fter leaving veatlegar I told
a tralnman it was too cold. The trainuen said "This is an old type
of oar and 1t will take "too long to waru the car®, uy wife and I
pdlled our coats arcund us., Then after 15 ainutes steam came, The
car ot wa then too warm, and popping neises were heavrd in the
steanm pipes from one and of the car to the other, The trainman then
openad some of the veantilators. iy wife said ahe was afraid the cay
would blow up, being nferid of the neises in the pipes. I told herv
to forgat about that as theve was ne danger, We took some lunch
and then got sleepy, .y wifs went to sleep, I veunined awake. The
trainman turned out some of the lights, I want to sleep then toe.
The next 1 vensumber I was in the baggag® ea® and saw the car behind
all in flemes., Ly wife had to tell me wheve we ware and what had
happsned, I felt sick, the suoke seamed to choke me, I seemed %o
see sowething like corks popping out into the snow and heard somee
thing fall on the voef of the baggage car. It veuinded me of &inger
nle bottles popping. I saw the news agent, his face was all Blagke
aned and he was ssying “Flease help me®, After that soweone® came
and took us inte another car and aduinisteved aid. 1 was covered up
and don't reweaber much until I got to the hospital at Grand iovks,L
didn't talk teo anyone but my wife, 1 judge thare were 20 to 22
passengers on the eoach. Saw 3 or 4 liindoos, I saw ene buy some
choocolate from the news agent. Whan in the bagyuge car 1 was cold and
toek soma clothes out of my suit case to make me wavam, I néticed the
clothes had a swell of powder. An efficer cawe to the hoapital the
day following the accident, asked me questions and teek wy shirt and
sweater away. .y wife and 1 had four grips, all but a part of one :
were lest, Included in the grips was a cheque for 473,00 plus drawn
by The Canadian Consolidated xining & Zuelting Co, to we for wages,
1 also had zbout 250,00 caah in anether &rip. ihese awas and all
our clothes ware loast, 1 was leaving Tvail for good, 1 werked ia
Teail for two months, there was no uere work for wd theve, 1 gould
not tell whethar the smell on my clothes was of nowder or matches,
I heard the noises in the pipes about half an hour after leaving
Cantlegar, the noises lasted about 15 minutes, 1 heave heard such
noises in trains before but not =0 bad or so loud, I had an opinien
that the steam pipes burst, but I don't knew, I thought that the
steam was turned on for the first time this season,

(signed) Frank Ruase,

C.ix.Kingaton, Covener,

iatrick Josaph C'Ghaughneassy, swevn, sayeth = I have no fixed vesidenee
the last plage I worked was in Fernie for the Bast keotenay Fower Co.

1 was in Jernie two iwcntha, 1 was harvesting on the prairies before
that, I was born in Limevick, Ireland. I have been in Canada about

a yeavy gouing direct from Irqiand. I was travelling from lernie teo
Vangouver and travelled contimiously frow .oyle, msking close connecte
ion =t lelson with the i .vV,train for Vancouver on Tuesday night, ITwe
friends, James Wolfe and Fatriek Ucanlan were travelling with me, They
had beaen with we en the prairie and at iFacnie, I saw the news agent
coming on to the train but don't know where that was. Guganlan and I :
ocouplied two seats facing each ether iluuediately behind .r.and ars, ‘
%u3se. I had my back to the engine, Icanlan faced we. olfe sat
across the aisle from us 2nd, or 3vd, seat frow the frent. I bought

& wagazine from the news agent and vesd for a while, about half an
hour, then fell asleep. I hesvrd an explosion whieh seemed like a
pPistodl shet, not like a big voar. 1 opened ny eyes and saw a fire

in frent of we and then LECIWLS UNGORAGIGUS. wows tlue loter I seewsd
te wake up ngain, I seesed paralysed from the waist down. [ heard a

lot of woaning, 1 thought I heavrd Scunlan say "Come on", I called

to him to .ive s & hand, he pulled me out, or acueone did, I then
seemed to .ot tho use of my lags. I saw the news agent behind we in x
the gornew, his face wns blsek, I helped hium as well as I could,

som» tralnmen ecnme then and helped him out. I got out then mys~1lf
without halp, and later set inte *he Raggaye car., I then falt Ay buck,
chest and legs sore., UJornlan got some blsarkats fov we to lay en,
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. had an avay packesack, ine gar was @old at first and then pieuty
warTi, 4 didn't heav any noises in the pipes, 1 didn't speak to any=
ona in the train, not even to my pals, There was a astrong smell, I
don't know whether of gas or powder. | saw Peter Vevagin and his lady
sitting about the middle of the car acress the aisle from me, 1he lady

_ sat near the windew. I loast wy sack, 4ida't #06 it again. I worked as

a 4rocer'z olerk in Ireland. .y ticket lielmon to Vancouver cost ue

+20.,70 .
(ndgned) Patrick O'lhauihnessy,
Ce.sw,Bingston, Corveoner,

¥DVARD JOMN OUSH, sworn, sayeth = 1 resida at lelsen, wy ocoupntien is
Co¥,it,Conntable, I viliicd the scene of the wreck near Jarron on Yade
nesday last nbout noon., I made a search of the ruins with a view %e
ascertoining the cause I waz in company with staff Sevrgeant E,cmuuien
of the ‘vov,FPolice, lielson, Ve wevre workin, together, At the place
whave the axzplosicn %tock placge about U0 {eet up the hill en o bsnk we
found » part of u dry c¢ell bnttary (produged at inquest and warked
Uxhibit "AY) and down where the car was burned we found the reuning of
an slavm clock (preduced and warked Uxhibit “L*)., I tock pessesaion of
the battery and cloekX. Un examinatien ther~ appears %W be = picge of
wire sgldered to one of the cogewheels. ‘ie enly found one clock, I
oould form no dafinite conclusion ns to the cause oif the erplosion
azeept that = high axplosive was used, .y theory fream finding the cloeck
and battery is that n tiuwe bowb was used, ihaeve would be no plage in
the equipuent of the cosch for such a battevry as that found., The (aS-
tanks and the steas pipes on the ear were intact, '

(signed ) Bdward J,liouse,

C.e.Kingsten, Ceovener,

D% uohABE, swoen, sayesh = 1 reside at Vancouver, .y scoupation is
inapecto® oi the Jureau of EKxplosives, an Iaternatiocnal ovyenization

“oharged with the inforcement of the lgavd of ilway Cownlssicnev's

Aeagulationa for the safe trunaportation of asplosives and other dangers
ous articles. i viziteu the acene of e a:pledivh on lthucedey evenlng
and Yriday worning. <There 1s very little laft on which Lo base an i
opinion bLut aftey an exauination of r-acins of the car 1 cen hardly
eascap® the conclusion in view of the awful navee that was wrougnt (hat
the e:nlosicn was due solely to one of the very hi_hest of @ plosives
placed inside the ¢ar aithey through ignovrsnoe or intention. .ie the
fire, the Tlamen preduced by an explosion of one of the hi nest explos-
ives would in my opinion ba too short to set fire over as wide an area
of the ca? as 1 understand occurred and if the explosion was dus t¢ &
plot it seeua to we the occurvrange of the tive as I undevrstand to have
aither been slimltansous or coincident with ~zplosion weuld he an
indigatiun of th® preacnce in the same regaptscle ov cont:iner or very
clese thevete of 20ume infTl-uable ligquid contained in a very fraglle
vegnal aich wight poasibly break and acattevr the® contentisa at the saue
tiue ns the esnloaion «nd beferae tne flawe of the axploszion had died
out,

(8igned) D, ,.cliabb,

veneBingsten, Corvener,

THOMAD ~BAKES, sworn, sayath « I reaide at urvand Forks, my eccupation
is City Xlegtricisn, <The dry ocelil exhibitad snd wavked "A" is uncoauen
in that it hes an urusual $evwinal for sows spaciel connaction ov a speee
ial job, 1 never saw an infernal ..sciiine, {
(Signed) Thouse ..enkes. i
Conid ingston, Cevonev, {
. . {
cilbert . KlilAx, 5W9TR, 3syeth « I raside at crand vevks, uy occupate
icn 48 Provingial Constable., isfter the court of Ilnquiry adjourned this
neon 1 teek thia cleck (Exhibit "A") to the hospital #nd showed it %o
WC8, WEB0. N8 atates iat LeT wlodk Was A GuBep ONE, Guabliy LT 2,00}
that it 42 aunllec than Exhibit “b%,; of Aurvican wake, tnat the winding
nundles were gne aingle piece nnd not double a3 we have in Lxhibit *"3%,
that thn stem was different and there wad no reat on the back. I showed
the cleck %o .r..ovrison, urand Ferks Jewallaw, who eoxsminsd it. he
states that 1t i not » cleck distributed in Cannda, That the clock
s beaen taken apart onn ot least nand that n acrewdriver that 1s too
lavge for thim sgeaws hna Leen used, lis maw nothin, =mbnovisl about the
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cleck 2xcart that hare nttached to s wheel whiah rqunlnézz the
hour hand & awall pisce of coppar wire has in sowe way becoas
fused, l(i® was unable %o say why or by what ueans,
. (Bigned) ¢.i . Killam
vemadiigBton, cerener,

JOSEPH TURNLR, svorn vecnlled, sayeth = Cn Tuesday night when running
on le,ll the steam prassure at no time exceaded 20 lbs, I den't know
what pressure the steam pipes would beaar, The stenm pipeaz had bean
disconnacted nt I'arron to piek up n car but wave cenneacted agasin before
proosad ing west, I had bean through the ear a numbar of times and saw
no hexas ov parcels beyend the usual, The pepning in the steanw pipes
in usual or cowwen And has no signifiecance, (C,}.A,tiue table filed as
Exhibit "C" having mpecial veferenge to (onearal Information on paye
120): Ths vear and of the cav was burning when 1 anteved, the floue
being yellow,

(8iunad ) Joseph Turner,

. C.hi.Kingaston, Covonev,

EDVARD Y,.3ItAlE? awern, recalled - sayethh - The gas=pipe froa the
wbB=tank van up tarough the gents toilat on the raay or east and ef
tnis coach. Theve was nc bresk in the gas nipe exceapt at thi® conneote
ion nearvr the tank, Thevre was ne pessibiidty of the steamm pipes
bursting frow atesm pressure since the pressure naver exceeds 70 lbs.
(A pimgce of stenu pipe from inaide tne car, nevth side near the niddle
plaged as Xxhibit "0%) This had & distinet depressicn or dent | ineh
deap and 2 inches long aheving the creat fore® of th+ axploaion, the
dent was on the upper, and aslightly to the innevy side ¢f the pipe as
its pedition 4n the gar,

(oigned) x .Y ,Brake,

Cen . Kingaten, Ceveoner,

JOUIYH TURIER, sworn, further depnosition, The explosion as neavrly as
I gould fi ure out uaas in the coantre of tiw bedy ef the Gar. The
explosion dmiolished the sueking coumpartwsnt on the ~ast »nd of the
or?Y and the toilef and lockera on the west and as well,
" (8igned) Joseph Turnerv,
Cou,Eingston, Ceronar,

FRANCIS Ii,ImACH, awern, sayeih « I venide at Vanccuver, my occupation
ia Inspector of Txpleslve= i the Mxplosivas iviaion of the NHepavrtaent
of ..ines, Ottawa. iy duties sre the anforcowent of the Xxplosives act
in all of ‘amtevn Canada and the investigntiion of accidents, 1 vismited
the wrack 2t 'nrron, .~y Tirst cave wesn to rdeteviuine the place of the
exploaion and 1 take it that the pip~ 8Exhibit D" d~teruines this, viz -
the dent spnasrs to have be~n uade by projected wmntevial, a piece of
gaating aculd ske the dant, ihe dent was wore to the inner side than
onn the top oi the pipe., I axauined the gans tank and found that the
safety fusen had funsticned gorrectly. 1 looked for avidences of an
a:plosion ouiside the car butcould find ne trace ot any kind, I'vom
the splintered woocd fecund betwean tre vails at the rear of the train 1
Judie there vwas a hole blown in the floor and that the explosion was
on the floov., Jsvem the cendition of the projocted watevrial 1 nua of the
opinion that the dommge was caused by & high explesive mich as dynawite
ov nitroeglycarine, 1 confirm .r.urake's evidence® re - finding the gas
pipes in place,

(sdgned) 7 K, L1XACU,

e Xingston, Corenar,

VERDICT CF YHE CORONER'S JURY,

"Ihe above mamed persons cau® to theivr deaths at about 1 ...k,on the
"29tu,0f _october 1924 onz wile weal of surren a3 & vaault of tie dis-
"charge of a high axplosive plaged within pasassnger coach lo,1596 of
®"he Cnnadinn Vacifie Rallvay by seme person or parsons unknown, Ve
“strongly urge “he Canmdian Puelfie iinilway Ceulpany and the Previncial
"autheritiss to ocontimua their effortd te deafinitaly plage the reaspone
"8ibility for the disasta® =a:d to this and we vacomuend that axhihbits
"'A' and 'L' wnich we have had bafore us be axasined by expearts, and :
"theiv e neranip deatar..ined",

(adgned) ... heraan, forausan Tdeae inilay
SN Deiwel’nerson P, Mrealand
. — P | Jizatthaws 2, L'lo"”inlyO
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v:gaiet of Qoroners iaqanat held at Telson November 3zd.
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That in our opinion the said Wwilliam J, Armetrong, Heil 3, ﬁnzrg
Mary Streeloff and Harry J, Bishop came bo their denth as $he

result of the dischorge near Farron, 3,0. On the mrniag of

Ooctober 2%3. | 1924, of a powerful explosive placed within

ganadian racific Esﬂuy oar No. 1586 '*by S0me person or persons
anknown iﬁhﬁt with intent or through ignorance. ‘e would

mxncs‘uy re quest ﬁmt the f_xtame;r General's Izamr#mnﬁ of this mg
“mvmt gontimie &i}.igeatly their efforts B0 apprehiend the person

or persons resonsible for this terrible accident.

-

Denis sﬁ Denis.... Yarewm
Tussell Browa xaem
Wealter l. Myers

Geoxge Benwell

John Bell

¥illism Rutherford.

~ Henry Hector Mackenzie, Coroner,
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